Fretboard Geek

Product Instructions
Thank you so much for your order! Hopefully the following instructions will
help you make the most of your new cheat sheet or poster

THE BASICS

Fretboard Notes

The following is a typical diagram that
you may find in any guitar book image
of a guitar fretboard. It shows how the
notes are laid out using the standard
tuning for the guitar
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Notice the circles that
are in blue.
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This is the shape of a
G chord.
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The notes, G, D, B, are
used to “spell-out” the
chord.
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One of the primary goals of the Fretboard Geek line of products is to help guitar players to begin to see that
these shapes are movable and that the notes (circles) within they shapes have a unique function. In our G
chord example, the goal should be to recognize that the “G” is the root of the chord and is represented as a
circle with a bullseye in the middle.
If you want to make a A
chord…just move the
bullseye up two frets to
center it on the A on the
fretboard!

We can see that the D note is
represented as a circle with a 5 in the
middle. This means that the D is playing
the role of the 5th note in the G scale.
Another way to say this is that D is the
5th interval from G.

Intervals are incredibly important to mastering the fretboard! If you know what the function of the note is in
any chord or scale, this will really deepen your understanding of the fretboard. As an example. If you want
to change this shape to be a G Min chord you would lower the circle marked as 3 one step down making it
a b3 (or minor 3rd). Beyond that, you will easily play chord extensions like 7th, 9th, 13th, and find chord
tones when soloing.
For cheat sheets that have chords, you’ll notice other numbers outside of the circles. These are the
most commonly suggested fingerings for these chords.
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Product Instructions
THE CAGED SYSTEM
The CAGED system was developed to help players visualize the fretboard using the shapes of chords
that are commonly learned as beginners: the open C, A, G, E, and D shapes. You can use these
shapes to connect 5 different positions across the fretboard.
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Here is a diagram of
the C chord shape
with 2 root notes
highlighted.
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If you take a scale,
like the Major Scale,
you can see how it
relates to this C chord
shape.

Our CAGED cheat sheets and
posters uniquely collect chords,
scales and arpeggio shapes that can
be tied to the underlying chord form.

The next thing to
know is how one
CAGED shape
connects to the next.

Notice that the first
bullseye in the C form
is the same note as
the first bullseye in
the A form.

Connecting all the shapes across the fretboard in the CAGED order creates one master
system of organizing your visualization and study of chords and scales.

This is a very powerful and productive tool!
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